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TO THE STUDENTS

It would have been monstrous if the lesson that the rustics
of Bardoli, especially the illiterate women whom we have
hitherto refused to count amongst the fighters for freedom, have
been teaching us by their silent suffering and cool courage, had
been wholly lost upon us. It can be said without fear of con-
tradiction that it was the students of China who led the fight
for freedom in that great country, it is the students in Egypt
who are in the forefront in Egypt's struggle for real indepen-
dence. Students of India are expected to do no less. They, at-
tend schools and colleges or should attend not for self but for
service. They should be the salt of the nation.

The greatest obstacle in the way of the students is fear of
consequences mostly imaginary. The first lesson, therefore, that
students have to learn is to shed fear. Freedom can never be
won by those who are afraid of rustication, poverty and even
death. The greatest fear for students of Government institu-
tions is rustication. Let them realize that learning without
courage is like a waxen statue, beautiful to look at but bound
to melt at the least touch of a hot substance.

Young India, 12-7-1928
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SELF-SUPPORT IS SELF-RESPECT
The suggestion has often been made in these columns that
in order to make education compulsory, or even available to
every boy or girl wishing to receive education, our schools and
colleges should become almost, if not wholly, self-supporting,
not through donations or State aid or fees exacted from stu-
dents, but through remunerative work done by the students
themselves. This can only be done by making industrial train-
ing compulsory. Apart from the necessity which is daily being
more and more recognized of students having an industrial
training side by side with literary training, there is in this
country the additional necessity of pursuing industrial training
in order to make education directly self-supporting. This can
only be done when our students begin to recognize the dignity
of labour and when the convention is established of regarding
ignorance of manual occupation a mark of disgrace. In America,